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Aphrodite of the Lebanon described by Macrobius,1 and the
recess In the rock is perhaps her lover's tomb. Every year,
in the belief of his worshippers, Adonis was wounded to
death on the mountains, and every year the face of nature
itself was dyed with his sacred blood. So year by year the
Syrian damsels lamented his untimely fate,2 while the red
anemone, his flower, bloomed among the cedars of Lebanon,
and the river ran red to the sea, fringing the winding shores
of the blue Mediterranean, whenever the wind set inshore,
with a sinuous band of crimson.
90,   and  by  Baudissin,   Adonis  und         * Macrobius, Saturn, i. 21. 5.
Eftnun, plates i. and ii., with his dis-
cussion, pp. 78 sqg.                                     * Lutian, De d&a Syria, 8.